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USH! Linsten to the music'—H is the Christmas § o g ¥ " - - )
fairies ainging to the eick’ i 7 * ‘?‘
This I= the whispera! warning with which " ’ I W ;

the mothers In the Unlversity setftlement dis '
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trict silence (helr chiidren Christmas eve |t
le spokon at the first strain of the song which
all through the Christmas week apvrly e
tened for each night at dusk by both old and
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' the weary ones at the hosplital the fres volees float

Ing in #n the night alr are heavenly mius T ' w=il rnese

all through the thickly popualated district of yards ,
the first carsl that pours from the throats of the Christmas

children s the mignal for the opening of a great festival

In (his festival the Oone-pevonth of the ! thowm f I 2

Chicag whith e gatherad in the yards participates, young

and old alke Through all the Christmas wesk the alder a

weil  the younger children drink in with simple faith the

tancies and legends 'hat center atwout the (hrist child and

wonder with ever fresh delipht at that which 1s tingsd with

the welrd, the strange, and th mystertious. To these the

Christmas TAiries mean &z much and more as the Christmas

walte f other sountriea

And who, If you please, are the Christmas falries?
N o
Choir of Little Green Elves.

They are a choir of thirty lttle

have been picked from the * Skylarks.” the * Little Neig?

carcis, They are dressed like littie green elve with E
caApes A strange peaked caps of gre ed w 4 "
ming* that turn back a it the face and w jlong red
hoods hanging down bBehind

To the simple folk they are a sousce of nmover ending
wonder nd delight. 1 r i e

Aare the

whirh ma festivitios = 1 b mplete

It it the settiement where most of the Chestmas o

L ALY ¢ comtor Hpre A gymhasium wh A sgquipped W

slage where I saf up the biggest and grandest C
tree that can be procured Every night during the week this
is lighted and one and another of the clubs, of old and young
ecomme here to kave their Chriatmas party. Music and 4
ing and singing. In which all take part g0 on each r
The feature of the evening, however, Is the entrance of the

RBesa|des Bt Nicholas there ia the wonderful Christchild of
the lttle German children, who s supposed Lo bring all the
gifts. There are also the Jows In the neighborhond to whom
the tree and the * fairles " make a dstinet appeal, though
they carmot share in the other legende. Each of these na-
tonalitte=s =nd the clubs have their time of being enters
talned or of emtertaining themselves In the gymmasium, the
children mviting thedr own fathers and mothers, and the
“ Mothers' club ™ entertaining the young men's and young
girls’ clubs,

- -
Christmas Day the Gladdest Time.

But pertaps the most bes g that happens In

the settlement s the gathering which comes this seur on
Christmas afternoon, and whict WEYS COmés On
day nearest 10 Chrimtmas day Al this the * Childre
sinh is sung by the Christmas falrles, and Misa McDowell
who I8 not only the spectal aponsor of the falries but
the falry godmother to all  ths ildrer | 1 yet
ever new legends of the Christel and 8L Chr I

The merriment, and the ope O and ristmans
tree which Is lighted evary evening, and i Lhe
children saye Miss MecDowell re substitu for wlah-
orate gifts at the settl t. The first i We W here
having g upon the 1 1 Vit o £ B
there could not help bsing vivalry w} 1d not
good effect. 8o, with the exceptior e stocking
F ded for each one of the &Ml childrén that ure conneets
with the settlement and the custom of giving something to
the old people, thers are no presenix mode. Hach of the old
peaple has a stocking into wh ther. s something put, &

pound of coffee if it Is a German
happens to be an Irishman or an «
course, thered | many a4 Hasket sent out at night where If is
known to be needed

_
Calch True imlmenf of Christmas,

“ But the fuct they don't expeld! am ng d that they
coma to the settiement for pleasure lone has had an effect
which can be already recognized Ons f th Irtoms wao

LA have when there ks o small gathering & to hlow M the CAD-
' dles on the tree and wigh upon each « fore breaking
7 . Between the wishes that made pow and those that
eifiike fairies. which is the sigmal that the merriment 15 0 /» W ,!,'l'“,:",_ sy oyt sty SomeBau o Ty -

b P used t » here is arked difference 1 sl to
- =f{- of a personal character, byt now they are tear wavse for
o, " -'.-// some improvement in the neighborfood or about the sete

: ¥
Dancing Fairies Bring Good Luck. ¥ tlement

“1t was five or six yeara ago that somebody wished for
a small park, and |1 was repeated and remembered, and now
that they have the new park at Forty-fifih strest and Marsh-
feld avenue they feel 8 s In some way the dircet resull of
that wish. One of the funnlest wishes we have er had, and

S

The tree ia lightad. and as the cleotric lights go out all
eyes are turned to a little log cabin that! stands low, back
under the hanging branches, Cautiously the door opens, and
one of the groen slves & seen to #teal out Sometimes he
has n his hand & long. white taper which he lights at the

‘.‘-“

‘ tree with guick, mysterious motlons. He & followed by one at which we were ali greally entertained wns that of an
and then another of the falrks until there Is & clrele of old German wona v who wished in the m tive way " that
hoded sprites who begin to dance and sing around the tres the old mpids ‘—referring to us of 1t 1 legnimn «hould

soon have 4 home of thelr own.' Now ¢ t we have the naw

Whatever the gutherjog, whether It be one of grandfathers
and grandmothers or of the smaliest children, the Christ
mas fairies must first appear for the good luck of the oo
i casion
'y Then there o 8 Banta Claus of the round and rosy faced
kind, who comes out from the door of the little cabln a few
minmtes wfter the falries, and wishes them all " A Meory

place there |s po greater joy than among the old people of
the neighborhood.”

o o
Old Folks Dance with Delight.

On2 of the (éatures of the Christmas parties in which

Christunas and a Happy New Year”™ He s modest and not only the Christmas fairies, but in which all sven 16 the
keeps well in the background, for there are all kinds of oMest. purticipate. L& the dancing In W t 15 noticeshls
saints which enter into the coelebration of Christmus ovir that though the children have to be taught, the old coundry
bere where there are so many nationalities people dance rhvthmically, and under 11 tifluenes of the
-’ -‘ music therte are many strange fancod tidld and many con-
- fdences given that would not he reveuled tder the rir-
Faith in St. Nicholas Strong. e e e s g g S Al
L 1 ¥ ree " BET M nan o

For instance. one of the most Important saints which nalali e s el e : A hin afl sl i Jt
clghb M » had & repulilion o eitig hard to ge
is fearcd a good deal, especiully by the Nitle Hohemian chil vdang with and who had lved wlone for m » :n.

~ nd & - along 1 An ho had lived & e fo ; ear 0l
dren, Is 8t Nicholas whe is different from and in all ways I was rumored no one could live with her, was tnvited by

quite a» much of 4 contrast as pomaMie to Bunta Claus He
is the salnt who goes arcund early to s¢¢ that hitie children
are pood. He Is a cross betweenra monk and & gnome, and
woars A cowl and has a long, amooth shaven serious and
mysterious face. His time for coming s the second Sunday
before Christmas, and be s supposed to pokie wround in the
middle of the night making & great racket. He B3 bheMeved
to visit the bomes of st least xll ¢the Bohemian chilkdren
srourd the settlement, and at the grewt party which the

one of the gemilemen visiting st thye «itiement to dance
Fo the surprise of all the rest, afd peroaps a Htlle to his
ywii, she accepied. The next day one of the women sdld ta
her, * Why, grandmother, | was surprised (o s you dance.
How 414 you happen tg do BT

HWell | 44 ™ -1- o T W o] b nusr the night ber
fore I had & benutiful dream. | dreamed that an anges] onmid
to me and sald, " Cry no more. 1t s all rig you pnow,”
And 20 | danced the first Ume for mary yearn™ When,
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ht faor
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R S A T howere. (he et rear (e man who' had f thoueht 1
' s he Impersonated by one of the Bohemian women. who are ;:.,h,.ﬂd.;"-::”;: |"I:;;:”| h:mﬂ, ,:h..:l.fl-.'.:.l ' . ! ';J. .." -

adepis in this art, that even the grown up boye and giris - ) she has He ,‘.‘,‘, ‘;::'l all -‘.“,‘;d ;: I"_.lm“. " r.l. .:1”!“::

bave a strong faith o bis reality. f—ﬂ:d Be ST
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